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Synopsis

Since it was first published in 1932, A Frontier Lady has held a high and special place in the
literature of Americas westward migration. Written in the 1880s at the request of her son, the
philosopher and educator Josiah Royce, Sarah Royce’s narrative of the family odyssey across the
continent and of their early years in California is also the portrait of a remarkable woman. In the
words of her daughter-in-law, "Wherever she was, she made civilization, even when it seemed that

she had little indeed from which to make it."
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Customer Reviews

| selected this book from a list given in my college English class. The list of books were all nonfiction
so | knew it would be a book based on fact. | knew nothing more. As | read, | could not put this book
down. The story takes place beginning in lowa the year 1849. "Gold fever" was born. The Royce
family was on the move from their home to the great golden state of California. Sarah has more
passion, faith, and drive than I've ever seen in a book. She is an example indeed of strength and
inner peace throughout many challenges in a small amount of time. | was so grateful to see this
book is still in print! It was first published in 1932 never meant to be a book at all. It was Sarah’s gift
to her son. She wrote about her journey using her journal she kept as they traveled. | will buy this
book not only for my children, but for gifts as well. By the way, Sarah and her family end up living
here, in the Sierra Foothills, and that is where | live! I've never read a story about the Gold Rush or
the 49er’s. | always thought it would be too depressing. There are sad times in this book, but as you

read you can’t help but believe with Sarah that they will beat all the odds.



Sarah with husband and daughter, Mary, move to California in 1849. Trusting the God of the Bible,
the Royces experience life (and almost death) on the trail to California. Second to the last party to
complete the trip into northern California before winter, they eventually settle in Grass Valley. Her
son, Josiah Royce, becomes the famous Harvard historian and philospher with new ideas (Royce
Hall of UCLA), but his mother, Sarah, retains her faith in the God of the Bible. First hand look at San
Francisco and northern California in the 1850’s. Sarah is my great-great grandmother and Mary, the
little girl in the story, is my great-grandmother. Easy reading and great book to take on a plane. We

buy and give these books to many guests at our company ...they are very popular.

This little gem of a book should be on the shelves at every library. Aside from the likable Sarah, the
wonderful social history is very absorbing for those interested in women'’s lives during the 1850’s.
Even if you are not particularly interested in the Gold Rush, you will be interested in the experiences
of one of our formothers. Buy this as a gift for your daughters. Joy Melcher, Civil War Lady

Magazine

As a historian an author of the book: SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA MISCELLANY, | rate this book with
5 stars for its excellent overview and in-depth look at the true lives of women who came to California
during the Gold Rush. This is not a book filled with the fanciful notions of a romantic’s point of view.
No, this is a gut-wrenching look at the realities of pioneering California and the women who tamed
the wild land and the wild men!
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